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MONEY TALKS

Cécile Morrisson (Director of Research Emerita at Centre
national de la recherche scientifique, Paris, and Advisor for Byzantine
Numismatics at Dumbarton Oaks, Washington D.C.): Physics,
economics and Byzantine monetary history

Byzantium was one of the world’s most enduring empires, existing

for more than 1000 years. The Byzantines were not only literate people
versed debates or writing, they were also aware of economic relations
and mastered elaborate metallurgical processes. The progress of non-
destructive methods of analysis over the last half-century has brought to
light thelr technical advance and helped us understand how the Byzantines
used coins. These Insight, combined with economic theory, sheds new
light on the Byzantine monetary economy.
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